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Respect Leadership Creativity
Our School Vision: To work in partnership with the community to create a happy, collaborative and safe school
environment, where we are all empowered, valued and supported. We will provide an inclusive, challenging
and quality education to ensure that all students achieve their full potential
Ms Anna Ruhle; Principal
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School Council President;
PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE:
Since our last newsletter you may have noticed that we have made a number of improvements to our school
grounds. We were finally able to complete the War Memorial upgrade that we started last year. Some of you
may remember that we were lucky enough to be given a $20,000 grant through the State Governments School
Pride and Sports fund to do this project. We look forward to making the most of this space to commemorate
ANZAC day in April.
We have also had a Cubby House built next to the sand pit for our Foundation to
grade 2 students. I have ordered some toys to go into the cubby house and we
look forward to further developing this lovely, inclusive play space in our school
yard.
Behind the BER building we have updated a large
garden bed. This was possible due to the very kind
donation from the Tektonopoulos family at the end of
2020. We will be installing an appreciation plaque on
the garden bed to acknowledge the generosity of the Tektonopoulos family and their
continued support of Tullamarine Primary School.
Parents’ and Friends’ Association update
On Thursday 25th February the Parents’ and Friends’ Association Annual General Meeting was held. We are
pleased to announce the following appointments:
· President—Rashmi Ranatunga
· Vice President—Barbara Potter
· Treasurer– Jenn Adobas
· Secretary– Caroline Khallouf
The PFA meetings will be held on a regular basis. All members of our school community are welcome to attend
future PFA meetings. Please look out on COMPASS for meeting dates/times and news. We wish the 2021 PFA
all the very best and look forward to their ongoing support of our school.
School Council Election Update
Nominations for the 2021 School Council memberships close at 4:00pm today. Please ensure that you call into
the front office to complete a nomination form before nominations close. Being a member of School Council is a
wonderful way to participate in your school and to see what takes place behind the scenes. It is not an onerous
commitment as there are only 8 meetings each year. Please see me if you have any questions.
Anna Ruhle
Principal

Dates to Remember

Grade Levels Time /Date

Additional Information

Labour Day Public Holiday

All families

Monday 8th March

No students at school

School Photos

All families

Wed 24th March

Information to come

Last day of school for term 1

All families

Thursday 1st April

2:30pm dismissal for all students

Start term 2

All families

Monday 19th April
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ATTENDANCE

Throughout 2021 we will be making school attendance a priority.
All families are reminded to record all student absences on Compass. Please be aware
that if your child is going to be absent for three or more days due to illness that you will
need to attach the medical certificate to your child’s absence note Compass.
Each month in 2021 we will be auditing all children’s attendance data and will be
communicating any concerns with attendance to families directly.
If your child’s attendance rate falls below 89% in any month you will receive a letter from the Principal
outlining the impact of poor attendance (see example below) If the non-attendance issue is ongoing you
will be contacted to attend a Student Support Group meeting so that strategies can be put in place to
support you and your child.

ATTENDANCE TARGETS
This many children were late to school last week

24
This many children were picked up early last week

26
School attendance target is 96.5%.
Target achieved

92.7%

2021 Curriculum Day
(Pupil Free Days. No school for students):

Wednesday 11th August
Monday 1st November

Hats MUST to be
worn in Term 1. No
hat no play.
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Foundation Unit - Teddy Bears Picnic
3/4 Unit - Student Voice Members

1/2 Unit - Counting

STEM

P.E.

5/6 Unit -
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Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)

On the first day of term one (27 January 2021) or the first day of term two (19 April 2021) a parent or
legal guardian of a student must:
 be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care
Card Pensioner Concession Card
 OR they must be a tempor ar y foster par ent
 OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance
Health Care Card)
AND the par ent or legal guar dian must submit an application by the due date.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on
either the first day of term one or term two.
Payments are:
 $125 per year for eligible primary school students
$225 per year for eligible secondary school students.
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Most payments start from March
onwards.
Applications can be received over term one and two. Payments are for the application year and cannot be
claimed for previous years.
Year 7 and Foundation students in government schools who receive the fund are also able to get
support for school uniforms. For more information regarding this ring the school.
The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school uniforms,
before/after school care, music lessons, or formals/graduations.
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2020, you do not need to complete an
application form in 2021 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. Your child's
school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.
You will only need to submit an application form in 2021 if any of the following changes have occurred:


new student enrolments: your child has star ted or changed schools in 2021 or you did not
apply at the same school in 2020 or
changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card
number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021
Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year.
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year.
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